
Dear Friends and Neighbors,
Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your state senator. 
The Legislature recently completed its session in Olympia 
on April 25, as scheduled. It was a busy time for me as I 
continued as the Senate Early Learning and K-12 Education 
Committee’s ranking member. In this role, I worked closely 
with the chair on committee issues. This session was 
particularly busy due to the school issues surrounding the 
COVID-19 pandemic. I worked on many COVID-related 
education issues, including a statewide focus on school 
employee vaccinations and learning recovery. 
The Legislature approved all three budgets for the 2021-23 
biennium and authorized many federal stimulus dollars. The 
operating budget ($59.2 billion), transportation budget ($11.8 
billion), and capital budget ($6.3 billion) were finalized on the 
final days of session after much negotiation. I voted for the 
transportation budget and capital budget, both of which were 
strongly supported. I voted against the final operating budget, 
which did not gain bipartisan support.
I could not support the broad scope of spending in the 
operating budget. Despite the COVID pandemic, state 
revenues are still projected to be positive with more dollars 
flowing into the state than what was projected earlier in the 
pandemic. Unfortunately, the final budget proposes to spend 
all of this revenue in the coming years and also fully exhausts 
the state’s $2 billion Budget Stabilization Account, also 
known as our “rainy-day fund.” In another unnecessary 
move, the Legislature approved a new tax on capital 
gains income without allowing for a statewide vote. I 
have strong concerns about this decision and the 
sustainability of the overall budget.
I appreciate the opportunity to serve you.
Sincerely,

Brad Hawkins 
State Senator 
12th Legislative District 
SenatorBradHawkins.org
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COVID-19 VIRUS INFORMATION
• coronavirus.wa.gov (Official site)
• cdc.gov (General information) 
• doh.wa.gov (Department of Health) 
• lni.wa.gov (Employer guidance)
• k12.wa.us (School information)
• esd.wa.gov (Employment Security)
• disasterloan.sba.gov (Federal resources)
• dor.wa.gov/taxrelief (COVID-19 pandemic) 

LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION
• fiscal.wa.gov (State budgets)
• leg.wa.gov (Legislature)
• tvw.org (Session video)



Washington State Budget’s 
Huge Spending Increase 

Why I voted “No” on the $59.2 billion budget.
Washington state budgets on a two-year basis and 
develops three budgets (operating, transportation, and 
capital). The three budgets cover the 2021-2023 biennium, 
beginning July 1. The operating budget funds the day-to-
day operations of the state, including early learning, K-12 
education, higher education, health and human services, 
criminal justice, natural resources, courts, and other areas. 

The state operating budget has grown considerably over 
the past 10 years with a huge spending increase in the 
next two years. Looking back, the Legislature approved a 
$31.5 billion budget for 2011-13. Now, the 2021-23 budget 
authorizes $59.2 billion in total spending. I have major 
concerns about what the state will do if future revenues 
decline during an economic downturn.

Despite the business closures during the COVID pandemic, 
state revenues are still projected to be positive with more 
dollars flowing into the state than what was projected 
earlier in the year. However, the final budget proposes to 
spend all of this new revenue in the coming four years and 
also fully spends the state’s $2 billion “rainy-day” reserve 
account. The Legislature also approved a new tax on 
capital gains income to raise more revenue for expanded 
programs, which I voted against. That measure will likely 
be subject to a State Supreme Court challenge.

The Washington state operating budget has grown considerably 
in recent years. The 2013-15 budget, for example, authorized 
$33.9 billion in state spending. The budget approved for 2021-23 
is $59.2 billion, which represents an increase of nearly 75 percent 
over the 10-year period. I could not support this budget and have 
serious concerns about its sustainability in the years ahead.

Hydrogen Vehicle Bill 
Receives Strong Approval

The Legislature approved my Senate Bill 5000 this past session to 
extend similar sales tax incentives to hydrogen fuel cell vehicles 
that the state has long provided to battery electric vehicles. 
Pictured above is a zero-emissions hydrogen fuel cell vehicle.

Back in 2019, I sponsored and helped pass Senate 
Bill 5588, authorizing PUDs to produce and distribute 
“renewable hydrogen.” Under this law, PUDs could utilize 
their surplus emissions-free hydropower energy as the 
electricity source to produce hydrogen gas that can fuel 
clean transportation vehicles. Douglas County PUD is now 
developing a renewable hydrogen production facility near 
East Wenatchee, with completion expected by 2022.

The people of North Central Washington have long been 
leaders on clean energy. Using our extra hydropower 
resources to support clean transportation options is both 
economically helpful and environmentally beneficial. 
Transportation changes are difficult to predict, but fuel 
cell and battery electric vehicles could both be very 
popular, much like gas and diesel vehicles. 

Hydrogen vehicles show tremendous promise for their quick 
refueling and long range. Fuel cell vehicles can refuel in just 
three minutes and travel up to 350 miles. The Wenatchee area 
has been selected for one of the state’s first fueling stations.
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Methow Valley Biochar Project Receives State Funding
I was proud to support a funding request this 
session with my 12th District House colleagues 
to fund the C6 Forest to Farm’s biochar 
demonstration project in the Methow Valley. 
C6, a federally recognized 501(c)3 nonprofit, 
is in the planning stages of a demonstration 
project to produce biochar from woody debris 
throughout North Central Washington. Biochar 
is a charcoal-like product produced through 
pyrolysis, a process that superheats biomass 
without burning. Our state must continue 
active forest health efforts to get in front of the 
growing costs of fighting wildfires. Producing 
biochar from excess forest waste can reduce 
risk of wildfire and improve soil in agricultural 
lands while sequestering carbon. This issue is 
something I have been discussing with locals 
during both my 2019 and 2020 listening tours.

Legislature Approves 
Utility Wildfire Bill

Hawkins’ Senate Bill 5158 becomes law

I enjoyed partnering with Chelan County PUD and the Department 
of Natural Resources on my Senate Bill 5158 to implement key 
recommendations from a utility wildfire work group. Our region 
has four PUDs and an unfortunate history of devastating wildfires, 
including this Chelan Complex Fire in August 2015.

My Senate Bill 5158 would implement recommendations 
from an important December 2020 Department of Natural 
Resources report. These recommendations pertain to 
clearing dangerous trees and establishing communications 
protocols. My bill also implements a process to maintain 
communications and reporting between electric utilities, 
DNR, and state lawmakers in the years ahead.

Capital Budget Funds 
Important Regional  

Projects and Facilities 
The capital budget funds construction and maintenance 
of state buildings, public school matching grants, higher 
education facilities, public lands, parks, and other assets. 
In recent years, our legislative team has been able to 
successfully secure funding for many of our regional 
priorities, including Wenatchee Valley College’s Wells 
Hall replacement, Chelan County Emergency Operations 
Center, Twisp Civic Building, Winthrop Library, Wenatchee 
Valley Museum and Cultural Center, Wenatchi Landing 
sewer extension, Saddle Rock soil remediation, and a 
variety of recreation and park facility improvements. 

The bipartisan 2021-23 capital budget was a success 
for our district as well, including grants and funding for 
Nason Ridge Community Forest, Chelan Airport water 
extension, Wenatchee City Pool renovation, Coulee City 
Library, Wenatchee Foothills recreation, City of Rock 
Island redevelopment, Winthrop ice rink, Leavenworth 
Ski Hill restrooms, Soap Lake City Hall repairs, Wenatchee 
Community Center, North Central Washington Libraries, 
local school district modernizations, and other important 
infrastructure and facility investments. Funding these 
projects is a benefit to our construction industry.

The 2021-23 $6.3 billion capital budget funds many 
important infrastructure, outdoor recreation, and 
public facility projects throughout North Central 
Washington. For more information about the capital 
budget, including interactive reports, a map of projects, 
and other information, visit fiscal.wa.gov.
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My public service  
commitment to you:
• Demonstrate a responsible use of tax dollars
• Continually focus on serving constituents
• Stay open-minded about issues before me
• Be a good listener and respect differences
• Answer questions directly and honestly 
• Be a good communicator by sharing facts
• Always put public service before politics


